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Prez Sez 
Update from the President of 
MG Classics of Jacksonville

October 2023
Sorry to say that my sincere 

begging effort in September 
did absolutely nothing to 
increase a�endance at the 
September mee�ng.  Oh well!

So let’s see what happens when the club provides 
free food and a chance to work on your car in a 
modern well equipped garage this month.  If you 
plan on a�ending, check the website and sign up by 
close of business on WEDNESDAY,OCTOBER  25.  I 
need a headcount that day to purchase the food for 
the mee�ng Saturday.  Anyone who wants to come 
but does not register is welcome but may not 
benefit from the free meal.

The October club mee�ng will be held at Legacy 
Automo�ve on October 28.  The club mee�ng will be 
contemporaneous with a tech session opportunity 
for minor repairs and light maintenance.  The club 
will also be hos�ng a picnic at club expense at this 
mee�ng.  

The October mee�ng is also the club’s scheduled 
mee�ng for nomina�on of officers for 2024 and 
2025.  Please consider whether you wish to 
nominate or serve as an officer to give back to the 
club in the future.  Nomina�on will lead to elec�ons 
to be held at the November mee�ng, on November 
18 at Bannon Lakes.  The club voted to repeat last 
years Holiday Party also at Bannon Lakes on Sunday, 
December 17.

On October 7, Cruisin to the Creek provided a 
chance for 10 MGs to enjoy the day at Trout Creek 
Marina.  On October 14, The Bri�sh Car Classic at 
Kings Head was well a�ended by club members.  In 
fact we had 19 MG’s and our club had more cars 
there than the Triumph Club.  

The car show season is rapidly drawing to a close.  
In November there are three events coming up that 
you all might enjoy.  November 11, St Augus�ne 
Classic Car show returns to Florida School for the 
Deaf and Blind; November 12, Ponte Vedra Auto 
Show.  November 17 and 18 has a show that some 
of you may want to check out.  The Villages Bri�sh 
Car Club has an all Bri�sh show on the Lakefront.  
Check their website for more info.  The show is 
actually on Friday , not Saturday as usual.  Please 
take advantage of the cool Fall weather and visit one 
or more of these shows.

I hope to see a few more faces at Legacy on 
October 28.

Saturday, October 28th 2023:
09 am un�l 3 pm  ←  Note Earller Time!
Legacy Automo�ve
2487 County Rd 220

    Middleburg, 32068 

Safety Fast!
  Mark

http://www.mgclassics.org
https://www.mgclassicsfl.org
http://www.mgclassics.org
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MG Classics of Jacksonville 
September 30th, 2023
Club Mee�ng

At The Yards, Ponta Vedra
Total A�endance: ~20 club members
Number of MGs: 8
• Points of interest from last month’s MG mee�ng.

• We had 8 MG’s show up 

• A�ending members - ~20. 

• New member.

• Grill badges on now in stock for MG Classics of 
Jacksonville cost per unit $40 each.  3 Centenary 
badges available at $45 ea.

• Trout Creek Marina, Cruizin’ to the Creek,  on  October 
7th  sponsored by the First Coast car council

• Saint Augus�ne cruises in October located at the Saint 
Augus�ne car museum

• The 2023 Bri�sh Car Classic hosted by the local Triumph 
Club at The Kings Head Pub on October 14th from 9 AM to 
3 PM.  Be there or be square.

• Ancient city car show will be located at the school for the 
deaf and blind. Please see the registra�on form on page 
14 of this missive.

• The monthly mee�ng in September was located at a new 
venue called The Yards located in Ponte Vedra at the 
Sawgrass players side. 

• Note the new �me being from 9 AM to 11 AM

MG Classics Members!
Here is an idea from your frowny newsle�er editor.

(Cas�ng about for per�nent and relevant content for your newsle�er.)

When you drive your car to an event (club mee�ng, other car event in the area, …), or 
weekend jaunt,  upon arrival snap a picture (from your phone!) showing the surroundings or 
fes�vi�es AND your car (occupants too are allowed), then email the pic(s) and note to me for 
inclusion in our newsle�er!!!  Include a note about the event, yourselves, the date, etc.   See 

your pride and joy in print!!! 
Email: fgrrr@a�.net   Text: 904-874-7159

http://www.mgclassics.org
https://www.mgclassicsfl.org
http://www.mgclassics.org
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It was a beautiful sunny day for the Cruise to the Creek car show which is put on by the First Coast Car 
Council. We had 11 MG’s represented at that show.  We had three winners to get trophies in the 
foreign/import category. in no particular order.w.ere Craig Greenhill , Mark Spaulding ,. And a special 
choice award went to Victor and Sandy Taylor, who dedicated the award to Jim Hall. .Also Stan and 
Lilly Kinmonth received an award, as they are also members of the MG club, for their TR6 ( the only 
Triumph at the show)

Cruizin’ to the Creek - Oct 2023

http://www.mgclassics.org
https://www.mgclassicsfl.org
http://www.mgclassics.org
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An abundance of MGs:

British Car Club Classic 2023

http://www.mgclassics.org
https://www.mgclassicsfl.org
http://www.mgclassics.org
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Although slightly overcast and cooler in the morning on October 14 was the British Car Club Classic 
held at The Kings Head Pub on Philips Highway in Saint Augustine. This year the show was hosted by 
the Triumph Club. I’m very happy to note that MG Classics of Jacksonville had 20 MG‘s in attendance, 
more than any other British Marque.
There were two MG categories, the first for MGB’s and the second for all other MG’s.

In the MGB category- Roger Hartman and Mark Spaulding won awards.

In the other MG category, which included MGTC, MGTD, 
MGTF , MGYB , MGA . The award winners were Neil Nelson 
and John Winn .Neil Nelson also won Best In Show . 

FRED WOLLER  also won special award from Elaine, owner of 
The Kings Head Pub for most daily driven British car!

http://www.mgclassics.org
https://www.mgclassicsfl.org
http://www.mgclassics.org
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Electrical Problem?!
The car died while driving, got a whiff of burned 
electrical insula�on.  Then silence.  Coasted to the side 
of the road.
The engine would turn over on the starter, but no hint of 
igni�on.  All the lights worked
The search for the problem:
1.Ini�al inspec�on yielded nothing obvious.  (YIKES!)
2.Closer inspec�on revealed a heat damaged white wire 
leading toward the interior (dashboard)
3.Check the fuses: #4 (coun�ng from the top) fuse was 
blown – that’s the main fuse
4.Needed to find the cause before replacing the fuse. 
5.Disassembly ensued:
• Unwrapped the wire harness from the firewall to the 
radiator
• Found spurious connec�ons to the fuse block, fuses 
overloaded
• Disassembled the steering column surround (found 
mismatched fasteners? And only 2 of 4)
• Igni�on switch white wire solder melted and 
detached (power to the fuel pump & igni�on)
• White wire from igni�on “relay” to igni�on switch 
fried (relay missing, just a clump of wires swaged 
together)
• Igni�on switch start posi�on ac�ng up, ordered a 
new switch / steering lock
• Plug on the under-dash wiring harness had been 
previously jury rigged and par�ally bypassed
• Ordered plug repair kit and tools.
MUCH Close Inspec�on and Troubleshoo�ng!
Cut out burnt igni�on switch wire and replaced with 
new, spliced with a solder connec�on and heat-shrink 
over the repair
Replaced igni�on switch and harness.  Repaired the 
mul�-pin connector on the body wiring harness.  A real 
CHORE ge�ng the pins out of the old melted connector
No solu�on yet!   Con�nued close inspec�on and 
troubleshoo�ng
Found fan wiring cooked – replaced same, added a fused 
relay.  Added all new pins and connectors in the fan 
harness.  One fan motor was internally shorted, replaced 
same.   Ge�ng the fan blade swapped was major task.
Findings & solu�on: 
Burned fan wiring shorted to ground.  #4 Fuse blew.  Car 
coasted to a stop.  (Surmised long a�er the fact)
Ini�al culprit (guess) – igni�on system.  Spent many 
hours poring over wiring diagrams [Bentley – from ???] , 
taking voltage & resistance readings, many red herrings, 
[previous owner’s handiwork and crea�vity], no smoking 
gun.  Turned out to all be symptoms and a�er effects
Couldn’t get the fuel pump to run when the igni�on was 
turned on?  [Even with the new switch.]  Dove under the 

dash yet again.  Fuel Pump Iner�a Switch? [yes! – 
bypassed (jumpered) the iner�a switch]
Much consterna�on matching wiring harness to the 
“authorita�ve“ wiring diagram!  Wires in the harness, 
but not on the diagram!  [e.g. green/black, pink/white, 
brown/black]
Already had relays on the headlights.  Decided to add 
the igni�on relay back in.  Added a fan relay and a power 
window! Relay (since I was already in there).
Installed power window kit (from Moss) [story for 
another day?]  Accompanying instruc�ons le� some 
guess work (and “engineering”) to the intrepid installer
Added a 12v+ buss bar to get easy access to 12v without 
overloading other circuits
Ran wires through the firewall to the bus bar.  (Installed 
to give a source of +12v readily accessible under the 
hood).
Installed new choke cable in the dash [removed POs 
kluge pop-riveted to the center console] 
Installed a switched USB port / lighter socket / Voltmeter 
in center stack (beneath the radio, between heater 
controls)
Sorted through the snake pit of wiring in the center 
console [radio, ligh�ng, etc.] and the heater controls 
[vent control is s�ll frozen.]
Reconnected and freed the heater control
Finally got the car started.
  Ran at idle for 30 minutes.  All good.  Didn’t over heat 
(fans didn’t even come on).   Got in to go for a test drive.  
Ran great for about 100 yards, then stumbled once and 
quit – dead!
Pushed it back to the house with help from a neighbor!
MUCH more troubleshoo�ng!  (But running out of 
airspeed and ideas now!)
Finally discovered, blown #4 fuse!!!  Again!  [A�er 
previously replacing it a couple of �mes and checking it 
4 or 5 addi�onal �mes]  
Now to find the culprit!
No�ced the horn ground wire disconnected from the 
horn.  Hooked it up.  Horn one-honked, then quit.
Found RH horn ground disconnected & horns not 
working
 Discovered the horn mount grounded!
Isolated the horn mount and reinstalled.
Eureka!!!  
The car started, idled nicely, and ran great.
First drive a�er the repair was to the September MG 
Classics mee�ng at the Yards in Ponta Vedra.  Put 116 
miles on the car that day without missing a beat.  
Yahooo!  Safety Fast!
The foregoing occurred over the course of a few weeks 
(and much hair pulling).  Success was due to 
perseverance and determina�on to FIX IT!.

1978 MGB Electrical Repairs, et al … A�er the Bodyshop

http://www.mgclassics.org
https://www.mgclassicsfl.org
http://www.mgclassics.org
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NAMGAR & NAMGBR 
MEMBERS

Please report your membership to:

Tony Kimball
 secretary@mgclassics.org

 Register Your MGA With NAMGAR! 
Join over 2000 enthusiast owners in 
the restora�on, preserva�on. And 
sheer enjoyment of driving a MGA, 
Magne�e or variant of this noble 
breed.  You’ll receive 6 bi-monthly 
issues of MGA!, Our full-color award 
winning magazine, invita�ons to 
Na�onal and Regional Get-togethers 

throughout the U. S. And Canada, plus a knowledge base and 
support group second to none.  All this for just $37.50 per year 
(North America), or $52.50 (Interna�onal).  Get more 
informa�on at h�p://www.namgar.com, or contact 
registrar@namgar.com

Victor and Sandy Taylor’s MGA coupe (ex Jim Hall).   GM 3.4 liter V-6 with a T-9 5 speed transmission.

http://www.mgclassics.org
https://www.mgclassicsfl.org
http://www.mgclassics.org
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● Read the Club Bylaws
● Read Automo�ve Technical Ar�cles
● Read Car Related Classified Adver�sements
● Apply and Pay for Classified Adver�sements
● Vote on Club Ini�a�ves and Surveys With the Online 
Ballot
● Link to Nearby Out of Area MG Club Websites
● Link to NAMGAR and NAMGBR Websites
● Link to Local Bri�sh Car Clubs (Jaguar, Aus�n Healey, 
Triumph) Websites
● Review past Club Event Photo Albums
● Read/review Details on MG Classics of Jacksonville 
Hosted GOF South 2019
● And More …  just click here
Ian

Club Website Features You Can Use
Go To: https://www.mgclassicsfl.org
● Join MG Classics of Jacksonville
● Renew Your Annual Club Membership
● Review the Club Membership Roster (This Requires a 
Website Password)
● Obtain a Club Website Password.
● Use Your Credit Card or PayPal to Pay Club Dues, Fees
● Order and Pay for Club Name Tags
● Review Calendar of Events and Car Shows of Club 
Membership Interest
● Register for Club Sponsored Events
● Read the Latest Club Newsle�er
● Read Earlier Newsle�ers in the Newsle�er Archive
● Read Club Mee�ng Minutes in the Minutes Archive

Members:
 To adver�se your cars or parts for sale go to the Classifieds page on the 
website website: MGClassicsfl.org.  Click on the Safety Fast logo to go to 
the Policy page.  Fill out the forms and ad copy as directed.  The ads can 
contain pictures of the car or items and a short descrip�on of the 
par�culars of same.  As a member it will be published at no cost for 90 
days.  Non-members may also submit ads for cars or parts, but the cost 
will be $10.00 per month, renewable by the 5th of the month for the 
following month’s newsle�er.  One may pay through the website by 
PayPal (Yes, PayPal will accept your credit card).
There are presently at least 3 MG’s listed on Craigslist, the silver and 
burgundy TD above and 2 MGBs, all appear to be driveable in their 
present condi�on.  The owners of the MGBs have them go to the 
website to post ads for their cars that will be exposed to enthusiasts.

Latest Events of Interest
Ancient City Classic Car Show  Nov 11th,

Florida School for the Deaf  and Blind;

Ponte Vedra Auto Show  Nov. 12th,
707 Little River Rd., Ponte Vedra Beach, FL 32081

http://www.mgclassics.org
https://www.mgclassicsfl.org
http://www.mgclassics.org
https://mgclassics.org
https://mgclassics.org
https://www.mgclassicsfl.org
https://www.mgclassics.org
https://www.mgclassicsfl.org/classifieds
https://mossmotors.com/
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 MG CLASSICS 2023 MEETING LOCATIONS 

2023 CLUB LEADERSHIP
OFFICERS

President Mark Spaulding

Vice President Fred Woller

Secretary —

Treasurer Ron Pallonari

DIRECTORS
Permanent Member Neil Nelson

Technical Chair Bruce Sedelmeyer

Events Chair —

GOF Chairman Richard Gross

Membership Chair —

Past President Bruce Sedelmeyer

Director Jim Hall

Director Len Geiger

Director Mike Hogan

Director Lorraine Puzanskas

Director —

Newsle�er Editor Fred Groenert

Date Location Address City Phone
14-Jan Bannon Lakes Amenities Ctr 435 Bannon Lakes Blvd St. Augustine 904-342-2471
25-Feb Bannon Lakes Amenities Ctr 435 Bannon Lakes Blvd St. Augustine 904-342-2471
??-Mar None Scheduled GOF in Ocala
01-Apr Bannon Lakes Amenities Ctr 435 Bannon Lakes Blvd St. Augustine 904-342-2471
20-May Palencia Park 405 Palencia Village Dr, St. Augustine —
24-Jun Palencia Park 405 Palencia Village Dr, St. Augustine —
29-Jul The Yards Athle�c Complex 254 Alta Mar Dr Ponte Vedra Beach 904-285-5552

26-Aug The Yards Athle�c Complex 254 Alta Mar Dr Ponte Vedra Beach 904-285-5552
30-Sep The Yards Athle�c Complex 254 Alta Mar Dr Ponte Vedra Beach 904-285-5552
28-Oct Legacy Automotive 2487 County Rd 220, Middleburg, 32068 904-282-6993

TBD Bannon Lakes Amenities Ctr 435 Bannon Lakes Blvd St. Augustine 904-342-2471
TBD Bannon Lakes Amenities Ctr 435 Bannon Lakes Blvd St. Augustine 904-342-2471

http://www.mgclassics.org
https://www.mgclassicsfl.org
http://www.mgclassics.org
https://www.google.com/maps/place/435+Bannon+Lakes+Blvd,+St.+Augustine,+FL+32095/@29.9932441,-81.4481506,17z/data=!3m1!4b1!4m5!3m4!1s0x88e42c14e2206975:0x71485f498319dd07!8m2!3d29.9932441!4d-81.4481506
https://www.google.com/maps/place/435+Bannon+Lakes+Blvd,+St.+Augustine,+FL+32095/@29.9932441,-81.4481506,17z/data=!3m1!4b1!4m5!3m4!1s0x88e42c14e2206975:0x71485f498319dd07!8m2!3d29.9932441!4d-81.4481506
https://www.google.com/maps/place/435+Bannon+Lakes+Blvd,+St.+Augustine,+FL+32095/@29.9932441,-81.4481506,17z/data=!3m1!4b1!4m5!3m4!1s0x88e42c14e2206975:0x71485f498319dd07!8m2!3d29.9932441!4d-81.4481506
https://www.google.com/maps/place/435+Bannon+Lakes+Blvd,+St.+Augustine,+FL+32095/@29.9932441,-81.4481506,17z/data=!3m1!4b1!4m5!3m4!1s0x88e42c14e2206975:0x71485f498319dd07!8m2!3d29.9932441!4d-81.4481506
https://www.google.com/maps/place/435+Bannon+Lakes+Blvd,+St.+Augustine,+FL+32095/@29.9932441,-81.4481506,17z/data=!3m1!4b1!4m5!3m4!1s0x88e42c14e2206975:0x71485f498319dd07!8m2!3d29.9932441!4d-81.4481506
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Club badges are available through the 
website or at mee�ngs.  Sturdily built and will 
add grace and gravitas to your grill.  $30 each

Jacksonville, Florida

MOSS Motors Representatives

Your Local MOSS Reps
Bentley 1975-1980 MGB Shop Manual
Normally $74.00, 1 copy left: $64.00

We stock a sizable  inventory of MG parts for immediate purchase. 
We give 10% off to MG Classics members and consolidate orders to 
reduce or eliminate shipping charges.  
We honor Moss sale prices and can give a larger discount on some 
items

CONTACT
Wayne Snook:  mgbdriver73@att.net

Neil Nelson:  nwnel@yahoo.com

FOR SALE
NEW, NEVER USED, BEVERLY HILLS  TAN SOFT 

,FLANNEL CAR COVER. LISTS FOR  $325.00  

SELL FOR  $200.00

WHITWORTH TOOLS: 
14 3/8” DRIVE SOCKETS

4 ½” DRIVE SOCKETS

12 COMBO BOX WRENCHES

4 OPEN END COMBO WRENCHES

8 ADDITIONAL OPEN, BOX & SOCKETS

BOB WRENN, 904-568-7512; 

MGOWNER@BELLSOUTH.NET

http://www.mgclassics.org
https://www.mgclassicsfl.org
http://www.mgclassics.org
https://flacarshows.com/events/category/northeast-florida/
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FOR SALE is a 1952 MGTD, previously owned by James Nolan for 45 years.  The
car was originally registered in Arizona by an 80+ year old submariner who

served in the U.S. Navy during WW II.

Since purchasing, we (Wayne Snook & Dave Hodson) have had very minor dings 
dents removed and the car repainted in a very light primrose color.  We have

Installed: a new green interior including, leather seats, black carpet, black
vinyl top, black vinyl tonneau and side curtains.  The differen�al has been

converted to the 4.3 gearing (same as the MGA).  It has a new stainless
steel exhaust system.  The car shows beau�fully and is in excellent,

running condi�on.  Addi�onal photos available on request.  The car can be
viewed at 5720 Springhaven Dr,  Orange Park, FL, by appointment.  Asking

price $21,500.  Contact Dave at 904-654-4852.

http://www.mgclassics.org
https://www.mgclassicsfl.org
http://www.mgclassics.org
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For Sale is a 1953 MG TD roadster
• This is an amazing example 0f a real MG beau�fully restored.
• Purchased on 10/19/2009 with 38615 miles on odometer. 
• The interior and exterior are in fantas�c condi�on, the top is like new and boot 

cover and windows as well. The instruments are original.
• Girling Shocks were serviced by Apple Hydraulics on 8/25/2010 with new 

165/80R15 �res installed on 1/6/2011. 
• New master brake and wheel cylinders, brake shoes and flex lines were installed in 

September of 2023. 
• VIN #: 27616, matching engine XPAG/TD 2 # 27921, color red, mileage on odometer, 41791 miles. 
• The vehicle placed 2nd in MK XXII Bri�sh Car Classic, Kings Head Bri�sh Pub October 2, 2010. 
• Restora�on photos as well as documenta�on on all parts labor and maintenance are  available. 
• A large number of parts removed during restora�on and maintenance manuals are also available.

 The vehicles runs well and is garaged in St Augus�ne FL.
Asking price $23,000 Phone # 631 455 1915.

http://www.mgclassics.org
https://www.mgclassicsfl.org
http://www.mgclassics.org
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MGs in the Marketplace
The market for our beloved marque is active as illustrated below by examples of competed on-line auctions 
from Bring a Trailer and Hemmings Auctions within the last month.  If one is in the market to buy or sell, or 
knows someone who is, these two sites are among the best.

Hemmings Auc�ons:

Bring a Trailer

http://www.mgclassics.org
https://www.mgclassicsfl.org
http://www.mgclassics.org
https://www.hemmings.com/auctions
https://www.hemmings.com/auctions
https://bringatrailer.com/auctions/results/?search=MG&category=4&yearFrom=1947&yearTo=2000
https://www.hemmings.com/auctions
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