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Prez Sez
February 1st 2021
Saluta�ons my fellow MG
aficionados!
I hope this finds you all in good
health and with your cars road
ready and accumula�ng miles
already this year. With this entry I
plan to get the Prez Sez out on the
1st of each month rather than the
random date offerings I’ve posted before ☹. These will be
available on the website as before and in the news le�er
for those not using the website, though I hear�ly
recommend using the web site for the most up to date
MG informa�on!
Speaking of the website, you’ll find a spinning “news
alert” with "MG’s invade the Jimmy Jam car show"
underneath. Below that will be a “Click Here” tab that,
when depressed, will take you to a great ar�cle about
the Jimmy Jam BBQ and Car Show wri�en by Ian Massey
and another tab that when depressed takes you to a
YouTube video taken by Club member Len Geiger. Thanks
Ian and Len!! I won’t go into much detail about the
‘Jimmy Jam’ as Ian has done an excellent job already. I
will say that a�er coaxing “Jack”, my ’51 TD, into star�ng
and indeed ge�ng myself started on that brisk 39 degree
morning, I found myself thoroughly enjoying the cold
ride to Trout Creek (though a pair of driving gloves are in
order!). It was a beau�ful morning and the final outcome
of seeing 16 MG’s parked all together was reward
enough to warrant the cold Start This is what we’re all
about, ge�ng together (socially distanced of course) and
driving our cars! Can I get an Amen brother?!!
More good news, it appears that the Covid Vaccina�ons
are ramping up. Ian and Paula Massey, Bob Wrenn,
Wayne Snook, Len Geiger and Roberta and myself have
received our first shot in the last week or so and I
assume many other Members in our Club are ge�ng
them as well. Stan Kinmonth will get his second Jab
within the week. To me this brings us closer to normalcy
with Tech Sessions, C & C’s, indoor gatherings, and
enjoying the one on one camaraderie with members
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who have been unable to meet since Covid began one
Year Ago, in February 2020.
Our next mee�ng is scheduled for February 27, 2021.
Check the website calendar for dates and �mes for
upcoming mee�ngs and events. In par�cular I’d like to
men�on MG Interna�onal 2021, June 14-17. This will be
a gigan�c gathering of all of the MG Registers combined
in Atlan�c City, New Jersey. Our VP Mark Spaulding is
going to organize a caravan group driving up the east
coast and needs to get an idea of who would like to
a�end. This would be a great way to end the Covid
lockdown and hit the dusty trails not to men�on joining
with 1000 MG’s!
That’s all for now, stay safe and drive your cars!
Safety Fast,
Bruce

Mee�ng Minutes
MG Classics of Jacksonville
The January mee�ng was canceled as the Jimmy Jam
BBQ took over the park for their fes�vi�es. Several
members of the club a�ended, with their cars. See the
ar�cle below.

New Members
Please welcome:
Lorraine Puzanskas - 1980 MGB
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MGs at the Jimmy Jam | MG Classics of Jacksonville
MGs Invade the Jimmy Jam BBQ Slam Car Show
Video & Photos by MG Classics Member Len Geiger

Watch Video

View Photos
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Hands On
With your curmudgeonly newsle�er editor Fred Groenert

Scary moments in car project re-assembly, or the tribula�ons of amateur restora�on.
One of the worst things that can happen during the process of re-assembling ones project is shown in the
picture at right.
That one light colored hole highlighted by the yellow
circle is a sheared 6mm oil pump moun�ng bolt. The
disaster occurred because of ina�en�on to detail in
no�ng the lengths of the bolts for the oil pump housing.
There are 8 bolts, 2 are obviously shorter than the other
6 at about 64 mm long. The remaining 6 looked to all be
the same length (88mm, when measured a�er the fact).
However, 2 of those bolts were only 84 mm long. The
4mm difference was not readily apparent when viewing
all 6 when held in ones palm. Needless to say, the
difference turned out to be significant.
The 6 bosses onto which the bolts torque down are 3
different heights from the pump moun�ng flange on the block. The bolts pass through the cover and the
pump body into threaded holes in the pump moun�ng flange cast into the engine block. That flange is
machined flat and a paper gasket goes between the pump body and the flange. The pump cover is precision
machined to mount to the pump body without a gasket.
Two mistakes were made in the reassembly. The first was
that despite blowing out the threaded holes with
pressurized carburetor cleaner there was evidently s�ll
some crud at the bo�om of one or more of the holes. That
would not have been a problem had the threaded holes
been “chased” with a bo�om tap to make sure the threads
were clear all the way to the bo�om of the hole. That was
not done because a�er a couple of squirts of carb cleaner
in each hole no more crud came out.
With the holes cleaned, the gasket in place, the pump body
posi�oned and the pump cap in place, the bolts were
inserted and started into the thread by hand. When all
bolts were inserted a speed handle was used to run the bolts in to the contact the surface. Then three
passes using a cross pa�ern secured the bolts to the proper torque, approximately 10 lb-�. Everything was
looking good. But closer inspec�on revealed one bolt standing about 1 or 2 mm proud of its seat. Hmmmm?
Easy fix: Grab a socket wrench and 3/16” BSF socket to cinch it down. (But wait! Wasn’t it already torqued
to spec?) Unfortunately, that thought didn’t occur to me un�l 2 seconds later when the rachet wrench and
bolt spun freely in the hole. Pardon my French, but “@##$%^%#&” followed shortly therea�er.
The dilemma now is that the bolt is broken off in the engine block flush with the surface. It will have to be
extracted cleanly so that the threaded hole is s�ll usable. (The op�on of over boring the hole and using a
helicoil threaded insert is a possibility, but since the engine block is cast iron, best le� to a machine shop).
It’s now decision �me: Which method and /or tool to use to extract this damaged threaded por�on of the
bolt? Second ques�on: Where is my extractor set? Third ques�on: Are there any other op�ons?
Answering the 3rd ques�on first: The op�on of welding a bolt head onto the damaged bolt won’t work.
There is no exposed sec�on of the sha� to weld onto.
The 2nd ques�on was answered a�er a brief 10 minute search of the drawers, nooks and crannies of the
shop to locate the aforemen�oned extractor kit. (It’s always in the last place you look!) Hah! Found it.
The answer to the first ques�on is to use the le�-hand tool drill bit to bore a hole in the center of the sheared
bolt into which a le� hand extractor bit can be torqued to then apply loosening torque to the frozen stub.
This par�cular kit has an assortment of boring bits and paired extractor bits in several sizes. I chose the
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correct size for the 6mm bolt and proceeded to slowly bore a hole into the center of the stub. Proceeding
very slowly and carefully I managed to get a centered hole about 1/8” deep, about the depth of the head on
the extractor bit. Upon inser�ng the extractor bit and applying modest torque it became immediately
apparent that the it was slipping and could not apply adequate torque to break the stub loose and back it
out. Now the situa�on has elevated from annoying to cri�cal. Worse case: The engine has to go to a
machine shop to have the stub extracted. Major bummer! Worst case: The stub can’t be extracted nor the
hole repaired and the block must be scrapped!!! Arrghhhh!
It is obviously �me to take a break. Douse the thing liberally with PB Blaster and let it sit overnight.
Meanwhile have a beer, smoke a cigar, try not to obsess over it.
While contempla�ng the challenge … and chas�sing myself for being such a ham fist, a thought fli�ed
through my head: Didn’t you used to have another extractor set that used straight fluted extractors with
sliding hex nuts? Why yes, yes I did (do?), but where the heck is it? I don’t remember even seeing it recently
during any of my myriad quests throughout the shop and grounds for an elusive item, part, tool, flashlight,
receipt, thing I just had in my hand, … etc. The ensuing 30+ minute search became evermore frustra�ng as
the li�le dickens was not in any of the usual (or even unusual) places. Then finally: Eureka! there it was; as
usual, in the last place I looked!
Now the challenge was to drill a 7/64” hole down the center-line of the stub to a depth of about ½”, using a
hand-held electric drill. No small feat. But by using two of the other bolts threaded into the block as
“eyeball alignment guides” the deed was successfully accomplished an eighth of an inch at a �me, using
plenty of cu�ng oil and extreme cau�on.
With the hole drilled, all the shavings cleaned
from the area, and the cu�ng oil wiped up, it
was now �me to insert the extractor spine into
the shiny new hole. Aligning the spline and
carefully tapping it in with a small hammer un�l
it had enough purchase to hold against the
extrac�on torque. Now the moment of truth:
slip the nut onto the spline and using a 7/16”
box end wrench gently apply increasing torque
to get it to turn. Oh crap, there was no break
away lurch, the wrench just started to turn
around the axis of the spline. The spline must be
slipping in the hole.
Closer inspec�on showed that nothing seemed to be amiss. Take
another revolu�on. Wait! Is that thread showing coming out of the
hole? Yes it is! Success! Shown above and le�. Disaster averted.
Whew!

The finished product:

Yeah, I drilled the bolt heads so I
could safety wire them.
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The three of us will be making a final site visit (along with fellow
Council members Tom Metcalf of the MMM Register, Blair Weiss
of the T Register, and Tom Medeen of the A Register) to the city
in late April to nail down any loose ends that may have presented
themselves in prepara�on for “The Big Event” in June.
When both Harrah’s and Meet AC were contacted for their input
on Covid-19 concerns, it took less than 48 hours for us to receive
their responses. It is obvious that they want our business and
have worked diligently to make Atlan�c City as safe as possible
for us by following all guidelines and policies mandated by Local
and State authori�es. Please read their comments below.
Dear MG Enthusiast;
First, we want to thank you all for taking the �me to open, read,
and in many cases respond to the email survey that we recently
sent out to all Register members regarding factors that may affect
your decision to a�end MG Interna�onal – Atlan�c City 2021. We
had a be�er-than-expected response rate and appreciated the
input that you provided!
Today, we send this note to all members of the North American
MMM Register, the New England MG T Register, the North
American MGA Register, and the North American MGB Register
to update you with correspondence that we received this week
from both Meet AC (the Conven�on and Visitors’ Bureau for
Atlan�c City) and from Harrah’s (our host hotel for the event).
Richard Liddick (B Register), Tony Burgess, and I have visited
Atlan�c City twice since this pandemic took grip here in North
America; once in April 2020 and once in October 2020. We have
always been impressed with the way folks in Atlan�c City have
handled the pandemic and never felt “at risk” with our
interac�ons with either workers or other guests of the hotels,
restaurants, or venues that we visited.

Please help us plan for this event by registering for MG
Interna�onal – Atlan�c City 2021 at www.mg2021.org sooner
rather than later since we must release commitments we have on
certain events by April 15 and may not be able to add more
�ckets a�er this �me. Please remember that your Registra�on
can be canceled by you before May 14 for a refund (see website
for complete terms). ”
Remember, too, that you can order AC2021 swag through our
online store (in partnership with Wagner Signs & Apparel) at
h�ps://mgint.itemorder.com/sale . (We have swag available at
online registra�on as well, but there are addi�onal items (such as
face masks) to be found at the online store.)
If you would like to reach out to us with any ques�ons, please
send an e-mail to MG2021INFO@gmail.com and we will get back
to you as soon as possible (usually within a few hours).
We hope to see you for “MGs by the Sea” during MG
Interna�onal – Atlan�c City 2021!

Register Your MGA With NAMGAR!
Join over 2000 enthusiast owners in
the restora�on, preserva�on. And
sheer enjoyment of driving a MGA,
Magne�e or variant of this noble
breed. You’ll receive 6 bi-monthly
issues of MGA!, Our full-color award
winning magazine,
invita�ons to Na�onal and Regional Gettogethers throughout the U. S. And Canada, plus
a knowledge base and support group second to
none. All this for just $37.50 per year (North
America), or $52.50 (Interna�onal). Get more
informa�on at h�p://www.namgar.com, or
contact registrar@namgar.com

NAMGAR & NAMGBR
MEMBERS
Please report your membership to:

Sybil Bradley
secretary@mgclassics.org
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Latest Events of Interest
MG Classics Meeting, Drive & Picnic - Trout Creek Marina, 02/27/2021
Myrtle Beach
Britfest - Myrtle
- 10/03-2020
Postponed
‘�lBeach
2021?
Cars & Coffee at Amelia Concours - May 22, 2021
MG 2021 International - Atlantic City & GOF Mk 108 - June 14 - 17, 2021

Members:
To adver�se your cars or parts for sale go to the Classifieds page on the
website website: MGClassicsfl.org. Click on the Safety Fast logo to go to
the Policy page. Fill out the forms and ad copy as directed. The ads can
contain pictures of the car or items and a short descrip�on of the
par�culars of same. As a member it will be published at no cost for 90
days. Non-members may also submit ads for cars or parts, but the cost
will be $10.00 per month, renewable by the 5th of the month for the
following month’s newsle�er. One may pay through the website by
PayPal (Yes, PayPal will accept your credit card).
There are presently at least 3 MG’s listed on Craigslist, the silver and
burgundy TD above and 2 MGBs, all appear to be driveable in their
present condi�on. The owners of the MGBs have them go to the
website to post ads for their cars that will be exposed to enthusiasts.

Club Website Features You Can Use
Go To: https://www.mgclassicsfl.org
● Join MG Classics of Jacksonville

● Read the Club Bylaws
● Read Automo�ve Technical Ar�cles
● Read Car Related Classified Adver�sements

● Renew Your Annual Club Membership

● Apply and Pay for Classified Adver�sements

● Review the Club Membership Roster (This Requires a
Website Password)

● Vote on Club Ini�a�ves and Surveys With the Online
Ballot

● Obtain a Club Website Password.

● Link to Nearby Out of Area MG Club Websites

● Use Your Credit Card or PayPal to Pay Club Dues, Fees

● Link to NAMGAR and NAMGBR Websites

● Order and Pay for Club Name Tags

● Link to Local Bri�sh Car Clubs (Jaguar, Aus�n Healey,
Triumph) Websites

● Review Calendar of Events and Car Shows of Club
Membership Interest

● Review past Club Event Photo Albums

● Register for Club Sponsored Events

● Read/review Details on MG Classics of Jacksonville
Hosted GOF South 2019

● Read the Latest Club Newsle�er
● Read Earlier Newsle�ers in the Newsle�er Archive
● Read Club Mee�ng Minutes in the Minutes Archive

●

And More … just click here

Ian
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MG CLASSICS 2021 MEETING LOCATIONS
Date
30-Jan
27-Feb
27-Mar
27-Apr
18-May
29-Jun
27-Jul
29-Aug
26-Sep
24-Oct
28-Nov

Location

Address

Jimmy
Trout
Creek Jams
MarinaBBQ
Park
Trout Creek Marina Park
Trout Creek Marina Park
Trout Creek Marina Park
Trout Creek Marina Park
Trout Creek Marina Park
Trout Creek Marina Park
Trout Creek Marina Park
Trout Creek Marina Park
Trout Creek Marina Park
Trout Creek Marina Park

6550 FL-13 N, St.
6550 FL-13 N, St.
6550 FL-13 N, St.
6550 FL-13 N, St.
6550 FL-13 N, St.
6550 FL-13 N, St.
6550 FL-13 N, St.
6550 FL-13 N, St.
6550 FL-13 N, St.
6550 FL-13 N, St.
6550 FL-13 N, St.

City

Phone

St. Augustine
St. Augustine
St. Augustine
St. Augustine
St. Augustine
St. Augustine
St. Augustine
St. Augustine
St. Augustine
St. Augustine
St. Augustine

904-342-2471
904-342-2471
904-342-2471
904-342-2471
904-342-2471
904-342-2471
904-342-2471
904-342-2471
904-342-2471
904-342-2471
904-342-2471

2021 CLUB LEADERSHIP

OFFICERS
President

Bruce Sedelmeyer

Vice President

Mark Spaulding

Secretary

Sybil Bradley

Treasurer

Mike Hogan

DIRECTORS
Permanent Member

Neil Nelson

Technical Chair

Bruce Sedelmeyer

Events Chair

John Galeani

GOF Chairman

Richard Gross

Membership Chair

Ian Massey

Past President

Bruce Sedelmeyer

Board Member

Vanessa Albright

At-Large Member

Dave Hodson

At-Large Member

Rick Stevenson

At-Large Member

Maarten Rotman

Newsle�er Editor

Fred Groenert

Jim Hall also has an engine hoist that is
available for free to a worthy club
member. Call Jim.

WEBSITE
Webmaster

Ian Massey

Events Coordinator

John Galeani
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For Sale - 1947 MG TC
Car Located in the Villages, Florida

•

One Owner Past 40 Years

•

Runs Good

•

New Tires and Disk Brakes

•

New Paint Two Years ago

Contact : Van Salyer
620 521 0302
vsalyer@cox.net
Ask ing: $33,000

FEBRUARY2021

1979 MG Midget For Sale
Located in Jacksonville,FL

•

A nice MG Midget

•

High End Paint Job

•

Maintained by First Floor Sports Car Store
since 1989

•

Transmission stuck in 1st gear

Asking: $2,500
Call Gardner Riel at:
(904) 868-5163

1974 MG Midget
Atlantic Beach, FL

1952 MG TD For Sale
Located in Ocala,FL

•

Recently Painted Original Ivory / Cream by
Street Dreams of Ocala

•

Black Interior with Beige Top in Good

•

A Lovely MG Midget, only 44,000 miles

•

Many New Parts, New Tires

•

Mileage 28,000

•

Only driven in good weather and with the top down
(naturally).

•

Car Cover, Tools, Manuals and Much

Asking: $9,000
Call Susan Snead at:
siouxsnead@att.net (preferred)
(904) 553-1947 (text or voice mail only)

Condition

Documentation Included

Asking: $16,000
Call Patricia Gruver at:
(267) 454-1088
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Jacksonville, Florida

MOSS Motors Representatives

Your Local MOSS Reps

Bentley 1975-1980 MGB Shop Manual
Normally $74.00, 1 copy left: $64.00

We stock a sizable inventory of MG parts for immediate purchase.
We give 10% off to MG Classics members and consolidate orders to
reduce or eliminate shipping charges.
We honor Moss sale prices and can give a larger discount on some

CONTACT

Wayne Snook: mgbdriver73@att.net
Neil Nelson: nwnel@yahoo.com

Gently Used Parts
MGA, MGB & Spridget Parts ++
MGB Front Fenders (used)
MGB Aluminum Hood (used)
Intake & Exhaust Manifold
Carburetor(s) & Distributors
MGB Windshield Frame(s)
MGB Top Bows
Wire Wheels, Hubs & Knock-offs

Contact Fred Groenert

For availability & prices, for your missing bits
874-7159 (text or email preferred)
Fred@fenixgruppe.com

Club badges are available through the
website or at mee�ngs. Sturdily built and will
add grace and gravitas to your grill. $30 each
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Saturday, May 22, 2021
Founded in 2013, The Amelia’s Cars & Coffee at the Concours allows individuals with vintage,
exo�c, and collec�ble vehicles to gather on the same show field used to display vehicles
entered in the following day’s pres�gious Concours d’Elegance.
Unlike Sunday’s main event that is limited to a select group of vehicles with unique historical
significance specifically chosen to tell a though�ully-scripted story, Saturday’s Cars & Coffee at
the Concours features a diverse group of vehicles that celebrate the automo�ve enthusiast's
spirit. Proud owners of beau�ful collec�ble and exo�c vehicles awake early, shine up their
prized automobiles, drive to The Golf Club at Amelia Island and gather with like-minded
enthusiasts on the first, tenth, and eighteenth fairways for a cup or two of fresh coffee.
Cars & Coffee at the Concours is free to spectators, but par�cipants must submit an
applica�on with the fee for showing a car. The event generally fills up in early November or
December.
Cars & Coffee is fully subscribed for 2021
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